~ l—

= ‘_""‘“"';_,
%&mﬂ nienionylofg
o .

03742034012 013

w2SocondiSenzles:

3

3 r







Hlawworm=cz 4mu

mC, =
....,.ADVENTUDOUS
Igea=c=cco

=5 S N

S.A

» o @ i @ mw =







To my beloved Dad



In memory of my
beloved father on his
™ anniversary of his

departure from this
world.
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A Man of Great Erudition and
Magnanimous Views

Based on Excerpts from Articles and Books on Dr S.A. Raja by Others

Sardar S.A. Raja is known as a man of dynamism, indefatiga-
ble energy and unswerving industry. His single minded devotion in
his entire life was towards services for the welfare of the society
which blossomed into the formation of an educational trust in his
native village, Vadakangulam, Radhapuram Taluk, Tirunelveli Dis-
trict. Thirty years ago, Vadakangulam and all the villages around it
looked like a desert and most people were below the poverty line.
People had limited facilities to educate their children.

By Dr S.A. Raja’s efforts and selfless service with high sense of de-
votion, this area is now transformed in to a university campus and
about 4000 students are in various professional courses for having a
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bright future. He is doing much help for the poor and middle class
parents. Because of him now there is graduate in every family in
Southern districts of Tamilnadu and Kerala.

He never stopped with the border of Tamil Nadu and Kerala. He
went to rural and highly underdeveloped Western Orissa and started
a medical college in the village of Kalahandi. There was no transpor-
tation and no good place to live. Schools were limited and 90% of
the people were uneducated. He took the adventurous step of taking
the challenge to start medical college in such a place. He even slept
in the railway station while he was waiting for the train to reach the
place.

Dr S.A. Raja is a man who worked all over India and the world and
he came back to his native village to start his mission, but he never
restricted himself to the village and worked for the welfare entire
nation.

Mahatma Gandhi, Swamy Vivekananda and Mother Theresa are his
role models. He is happy that he was born as a human being in India
where these leaders served.

He would have walked on thorns but he brought flowerbeds for oth-
ers to walk. He is happy doing that. He is truly a man of great erudi-

tion and magnanimous views
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Vision of Sardar S.A. Raja

Educationist Sardar Dr S.A. Raja had a
vision to provide accessible, affordable and
adequate quality education to Indian youth,

especially those who are located in small
towns and villages.
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MILESTONES

S.A Raja Polytechnic College, Vadakkangulam-1984
The Indian Engineering College, Vadakkangulam-1984
S.A Raja Pharmacy College, Vadakkangulam — 1987
Rajas Dental College & Hospital, Vadakkangulam-1987
Jayamatha Engineering College, Aralvaimozhi-1995
Sardar Raja Arts and Science College, Vadakkangulam-1998
Sardar Raja College of Engineering, Alangulam-2000
Joe Suresh Engineering College, Mundradaippu-2001
S.A. Raja B.Ed College, Vadakkangulam-2006

Trichy Rajas Dental College, Trichy-2006

Indian Polytechnic College-2007

The Kevin Polytechnic College,Mundradaippu-2008
Arul College of Technology,Radhapuram-2008

KRS Engineering College, Trichy-2009

Sardar Rajas College of Nursing, Vadakkangulam - 2010

Sardar Raja Medical College & Hospital, Kalahandi, Orissa 2013
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This is it

Life is really unpredictable. Today is the 2od anniversary of my
dad’s death. How time passes? It is almost 2 years since my dad
departed us on 3rd Jan 2013 suddenly, a day before I was going to see
him in India. I still remember the last conversation with him on 1st
January 2013. He told me that he may die soon. Those words make
me feel sad. I miss him a lot. But I believe he guards me from
heaven. He speaks to me in my difficult times and strengthens me to
get up from the fall. I may not see him physically but he is always
there in my mind. He lives in every institution he founded. Every
staff and students I see I remember my father’s hard work.

My father shines forever because he had a passion for education
and that passion produced many thousands of students who still
remember him for the positive difference he made in their lives.

My humble tribute to my dad on his 20d death anniversary is to
publish the second book in a series called “EVER SHINES” which 1
would like to bring out every year on 3t January.

In this second book, I would like write about my father’s strong
will and his confidence. I hope this book helps everyone to develop
strong faith in God and in themselves during his or her difficulties.
God grants Victory. God will never forsake us. My father believed
and practiced this all his life.

My dad was a very determined person and his strong will to
succeed resulted in many blessings for him and the society. The
message that my dad constantly conveyed through his words and
actions was to “never give up hope easily”. Thanks dad, I always
remember those words. You are always in our heart.

In the following, I have tried to put together my thoughts on his
times of difficulty times how he overcame them to succeed in his life.

1937- AUG14th'The day my dad was born in a small village called
Ramanathichanputhoor in Kanyakumari District. His parents were
Mr. Selvam Pillai and Mrs. Soosai Ammal. He had 4 sisters and 2
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brothers. They were in the agriculture business. His grandfather Mr.
Arulappa Pillai was a well-known merchant in Vadakangulam.

The first and foremost challenge that my father faced was when
he was 17 years old. His grandfather had passed away in 1954 and
the family property was divided between his father and his uncle.
Since his grandfather was managing the entire family, his father was
never trained to take responsibility. His father was a nice person who
wanted to help others, but he was not acquainted to the ways of the
wortld. So family responsibility fell upon my dad at a young age. This
was first challenge he met in his life. He was educated only up to
high school level and he had to manage 11 members in his family.
He had to manage his sisters’ weddings and his brothers’ studies. He
had no great family assets to take care of the situation. Agricultural
income was insufficient and it would not even meet their basic
necessity. No elders in his family were in a position to support him
tinancially. But he never lost his hope.

He decided to fight the life’s battle. He had a strong will that he
would work hard and he would never sell the property he inherited
from his grandfather. Years later, he would sell my mother’s jewels to
meet the financial needs believing that one day he can give them
back to her but he was resolute in not selling lands.

When my father had finished his high school, there was a
selection by the Indian army in his native place. Without knowing the
challenges of serving in the army, he joined at a very young age. He
used to say that his salary was only a few rupees (I do not remember
the exact number) and he spent only a quarter of that and sent the
rest to his home. His mother used to write him back that the amount
he sent was not sufficient to take care of the family. That made him
to do extra work during his free hours to earn extra income.

He would often write to his mother that he could not bear the
burden of his life and work in the military. But, he never lost his
hope. He kept his faith that things would change for better someday.
He started looking for an opportunity to improve his life. Eventually,
he left the Army and joined the Air Force where he found
opportunities for advancement through education and training.
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Looking back at his experience in the Army, my father was happy
later to have gone through the hardships because he could
understand fellow human’s difficulties much better. He never said no
to anyone who requested a favor in his life. Some times he may not
have fulfilled their entire needs. But he would have helped them to
find an opportunity to improve things on their own. He also had a
high regard for anyone from the military and gave first priority to
them in employment opportunities on his campus and offered free
education for their children. As a result of his military training, he
had developed discipline and mental and physical stamina to work
for long hours until he reached the goal. He could overcome the
difficulties in his life very easily due to his training in the Army from
his teenage years.

My father cherished his life in the service the rest of his life. He
gave great value for the pension he received although it was a meagre
amount compared to his wealth in later years. In every meeting he
used proudly share his war experience and he always ended his talk
with JAI HIND in a commanding tone. After his death, my mother
received a letter dated 4/1/2014 from the Commander-in-Chief of
the Air Force expressing his condolence and offering assistance to
my mother. (Ref page no:68) My father’s sacrifice and hard work
were always rewarded at the end.

The next difficulty my father had to face was when he was 31
years old. His 15 years service for the country in the military was
about to end. He could either take extension of his service or leave
the military. He had an honorable discharge from the service and left
the military as a technically educated person and with the pride of
serving the country well.

He moved to Chennai with his family after his retirement from
the service. Apart from his wife and two children he had by then (my
brother and I), he had two brothers and two cousin brothers living
with him as he wanted to find job opportunities for his brothers and
cousins.
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My father had acquired education in Mechanical Engineering
when he was with the Air Force. He also liked to drive. He decided
to buy a car which he could use as his personal vehicle and double up
as a taxi. He also wanted to start an automobile service business.

My maternal uncle told me a few years ago that in my father as
usual would get up eatly morning and go to church. From the
church, he would go to his workshop. He expected no one to do
things for him. If necessary, he would even carry the car tires on
both his shoulders and go to his place of work. He never hesitated to
do any kind of work. He believed in himself and God again. He had
strong will that he would succeed. He continued to work hard.

As I mentioned eartlier, he had to support his family members
along with four brothers without a job. He never hesitated to
support them. He gave them accommodation, food and got them
jobs. This is one peculiar character I have seen in him. He may not
have sufficient time or money for himself and his family but he was
always ready to lend support to others. He used to give his personal
vehicle for others and he would go by an autorickshaw. Many times
my mother and we, children, had to suffer because of his nature.

One point of time my father went to the extreme of lending
others by selling my mother’s jewels and using his savings. He had
started a finance company and people cheated him. Our family
experienced its worst economic crisis in that year, 1973. But my
father still had strong will that he would get success in his life. Family
members were helping to some extent but they were angry at my
father’s irresponsibility.

My father tried many businesses. He started Tamilnadu Color
Company that would make aerated drinks, Joy Bakery, the finance
company, etc. The businesses ended up in failures than success. Even
in this situation his strong will never came down. I never heard him
saying “Oh No I should have not tried this or I should have saved
the money in the bank.” He always said we have to keep trying until
we could get success and must help others; we should work hard and
make others smile. He always believed that our difficulties and
failures would pass away. We must not give up. Many people used to
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criticize him. Nothing affected him. He overcame all the difficulties
with his strong will.

In 1977, my father decided to leave India for work abroad
because he wanted to earn enough to settle his debts and take care of
his family. I like to point here that he never sold any of his family
properties. He used to say that we have the right to spend our hard
earned money in any way we wish, but we must not sell our inherited
property for the sake of livelihood. Our ancestors would have
sweated a lot to earn the property and then passed it to you. You
must utilize the privilege and do well for others. Everyone must eat
their food only from their hard earned money.

He decided to go to Saudi Arabia, when my youngest brother
was just born. He started working in an oil company and quickly rose
to the position of a General Manager. He used to say that the he had
almost restarted his life when he was 40 years old, just as he started
his life with the Army when he was 17 years old. But his mental
power was stronger than forever. He went through the difficulties
once again, but he found them easier because he had already gone
through them earlier and had the experience of conquering them. He
started saving money and earned more by doing extra work and
sacrificing food and all other comforts.

He was promoted to higher positions quickly in the seven years
he spent in Saudi Arabia because of the experience he had in running
many businesses. But the challenges were more and he had to
overcome everything with hard work. He convinced the owners of
the company to visit Trivandrum and make it as the base to recruit
staff. Many people from our native village and our relatives now had
the gateway to go abroad and improve their economic status.

We as a family started flourishing economically. He invested in
lands wisely. But he had to sacrifice his family life and social life in
India. He cooked, cleaned, and managed all his needs without a
servant. He used to say that he slept for only four hours a day. He
lived his life like a machine. But his strong will helped him to bear all
the difficulties and he was focused only on his goal. Even in a
staunchly Islamic country like Saudi Arabia he went to church
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regularly.

Life in Saudi Arabia taught him to respect other religions. I like
to mention at this juncture, he used to celebrate his birthday as a
Communal Harmony Day to which leaders of Christianity, Hinduism
and Islam will be invited as chief guests. He made students to respect
each other’s religion. His hard work and faith in God made him to
reach the higher economical status in a short period. His thoughts
were always filled with creative ideas and welfare of our society. He
decided to return to India in 1984.

In India: Before returning to India my father had to attend a
meeting in Geneva where there was a discussion on development.
There they emphasized the importance of literacy in a country’s
development. The idea inspired him a lot and he decided to do
something for education in his native place. In 1984, he started a
polytechnic in Alaganeri, a tiny village near his native
Vadakkangulam. Now institutions started by him offer education at
all levels from Kindergarten to Medical College and help students
becoming engineers, dentists, doctors, pharmacists, nurses, teachers,
business men, and scores of other professionals. All because of the
strong will and faith in God that my father showed every day in his
life. The difficulties he underwent from 1984 to 2013 are countless.
It will take many pages and I will write about them in one of the
books in this series.

In brief, I would like to convey that any one who feels down or
hopeless in your life you can have him as your role model. I have
seen him in person.

I have seen his struggles. All he had was strong -will. I do apply
that in my life. When I am lonely, when I am in big trouble, when I
am in financial crisis, when I have failures, when I feel I have nothing
to look forward, I remember my father. He won in his battle because
of his strong will. He never lost his hope. He never believed failure is
the end of our life. There is always sunshine once we do our work
sincerely and have confidence in ourselves. Fear of God is a must.
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Do not measure your life with the yardstick of others. You have to
know who you are. I am reminded of a story he sent to me taped in
an audio cassette when I was 11 years old. I still have it with me.
There was a young man who lost his both arms and legs in an
accident. The village people were asking him how he was going to
live a life. That young man happily said I live by my head. They could
not understand it. He said I have my head so I teach people whatever
I have learnt in my life and give them confidence in themselves. The
villagers were very happy hearing that and many people took him as
their role model in their life. So never ever lose hope until you
succeed. Say it yourself “This is what I want to have in my life.”
Achieve it. Live happily and make others happy.

Dear Appa,

I hope I make you proud dad, even though you’re no
longer here, your memory grows stronger, with every
passing year, I wish I could’ve said goodbye, that morn-
ing when you left, and told you, you were my role model
and you were the best.

Loving daughter,

Joe Suresh
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My Father and my mother with his Parents, Brothers and Sisters
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Sjsuiser wrentssm@L Lsrteri, 4/1/2014 Capglul i’ L
By HHHI6V (Ref page no:68) ailomedrs LiswL_uiledt SHeTLIgl 6Tedrg)
BTSE TSI 51955580 riumellst wsopailhE 9jehsed
Crgisglug GOl 555551, ruTellst Hurspib, siq e

2 ewLiIL|D 5% Lflfemeri GlLmmedt.
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6TeoT| Hhewsulleit DS Feursy auiserg 31 euuwiglsv

STHB (HhBS. Seuiserg 15 e srev rramiey CaFemeu
plewpaln@ ubdbH. Hd CFemeuswws FHev 6T (hBHEHD G
b L 19&BVTID, HeVeVGl TTameusbems aill B GleuaflGuimsvrip.
Coremausww PiydHH1d5 OGlasrTenr@h OGeuallCGump LT (wpigey
QFISTIH6T. TTEMIUGS DGHT LsTafl OTeRToUNTTS GlFeTm
SeuTHeT BTN Hevallujb HeniLIeuIpLd Gl TeUsTL  (LpedTevT TeiT

rremisu eFrrTa SLTToTs SlHbLNeTTigEerT.

rremiey  Creweuuiled(mbgh Uiy Gumm  Uler  Heor
&b LIS B 6vT (63T ClFsiTEM VTS (& G CwnilevT i 6.
SUTHETGH| FlewewTallWmT HMID @) TewT(h &LpHEw S ENhL_ 63T
(sTdT  yeUETERTEWILD,  BTEWILD)  HeuiHEHL6T () revsr(h
o L arilmhs  FCaETHITHEHLD,  @rewi(h)  peTmieill L
FCxTarisHEnd RCr afi ge) @y CwmlaTTissr. eursHerg
FCETHTTHEHSHE BHvew Couswsv LTTGHIS ClaTHLILIZISTET

Sliurallesr GBréHsLD.

Stiur eflwrert uewLulled @) mHS CLTH| GClod s TesfldseL
stepFeflwfi  flajlsv  CQarfhssvall  GLDH D (HHS T SH6T.
S|QUTHEHDHE uTHeTD el (Peugy Ulflwiomesr spsitm). sTesrGou
Q(h UTHOTHWS 6UTHIG, 6w OlFTHS UTHSTLOTHEYLD,
QUTL W& 2MTHWITHLD LIISTLBGSHIUS] SjeUTH6eT L L LD.
26T g5l 61T WIES] 15 & LD Ul L e»m §PETEM M LD

Q& TL_BISeOTTIT &6iT.
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FloV QU (HL_B1%E1h ) (LPEITSITTEV 6T6 ST LOTLOT ¢ (heu LD
presr CGuHs OlaTewriymbs GCUITFH DeUTHST 6T HhHewd
sTIBUITGID yFlaTeweuilCevBui sTph g CHourevwGsHEHL
Gumit el ®), BIS(HHG UTHOT LIL L ewM& @ ClFeveuT 6T
6TdTM)| OlFTITRTTIHST. @)Hl6D WTHLD HUTHEHSHF 6THIO LD
QEITEY: TS TUTT &% LML LT 86T 6T6ITMLD,
Caeweuliu’ Lm0  @)rewsr(h) ST Lwisswer speubleum(m
Corallaud  sréds  swhE  GEdeayd  Sws
Tl L TisbleradTmid GFTeTesTTiEer. SHeir GsYId FHL_e6iT

GLosyitb BLOLY, H63T LO6WT 2 MBUIT6V 6UTLIHS T 6.

BT6ST TMHTE6U GIFTEITEI 6UCMTENTLD, 6T HHEWDH H6UT S
GOy 2 miderisenearud, GeuswsvuilsVeVTiosd @) (HHb
BT FOETHITHmeTUD STHIG Geuerigl @Lphlemevullev
O)HBSTIHST.  euisephdsd  @)pUUlLpd, 2 ewreylb
QEICETER GeuemsvuLd QU T IS QHTHSHS TTH6T.
YuTsHaflLGHle0 @ ULPHEEMBHE  HeuadTldd)hHHS Cmetr.
Souisail b geuiserg  wHDId  GODLUSISTHESS
Caeweuwiresr uswGom, GCrrGwT @) HSSTH. TTEILD,
LHDEUTHEHEE HUDMMEH ClaTHGS HWibIg LOTL L TTH6T.
BH6TH|  OFTHS 6UTHSTHMS LNHMEUTHEHEHE 6lBTHHHI
alll () sreir 9 CLmallsy eyMld GlFsVeug b sueuiGLITg)
BL_d@LD. 6THIGETEH| HLDLOTEYLD, HTHISEHLD YLiLiTallsT ()bho
STITOT  GHOTHIOTTL  Heueu1iCuTgH Fm @) TarTsvHMOT
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S|ILailSS5ID 2 (.

DD HHITSIV 616 HHVG BTG HTTTE (&6WTSSH6wT 6D
6T63T S| Lbomeiledr 66D &% 66T allDmgId, BT H)
CrflliewLIGWILEVTID  HWTHHHID 2 6WT(H).  HeUTH6T
o rtids |  FLOES  sb6uet]  FAeorg  erwTmmy
Cousmevsarmsy GILI(HLD BHEOGL DML HHEHI. 6THISHETH| & HLDLILD
s pewr® (1973) erpewio Blewevewiod@d sereriiLil L gi.
QerTey,  YLuT  SEGaswflw  werd  FHLHCHT(H
@)mbsTiHsT.  GHHUSDIsTaTeuisHsT Hv 2 gallsemears
QFIsTIHsT, permed YriuT  CurmliLmHml HbSIDTiTsHer

6Tt GHTLIIPLD LIT6USVTS Blevailwig).

uur  ellLrypupfwurs v  GgTiflvsemer  puHd
Qeiisriser. SOPBTH soF sbuef ererm @efliLmerid
swrfls@ 6sTiflwevs OsTLBiIFlerTigsr. smmit Gudaif
st  Guwfley sp(h Y (HeweTewid CHTL BIK GOTTT SH6iT.
sTeVVT Ol TLleVHERCL  CxmevalledwCuw  Hepaller. oy eTsL
@5 Gpfowdsin oeismg wer o pf sppi
sorraisveme. ‘@Cur mrer @ewgd OsTLmSlull(HEEs
FnLTEH VeV er6T GFuilliswu eumidluiled Guml L meug)
UGB (HHB (HHHVTID”  6TedIm| 65  GUTFID — HeuTder
CFTeiterrHlsVemev. 6TLIGLITHIGW BTD GleuPmm! GlLMILD suewT
QaTLibhgl YwnFHss Ceuswwr(H, LMHMUTHEHSGHLD 2 FH6u

CouswT(HID 6T MIBHTET GCIFT6VSYIUTTH6IT. HLOF HEOFL HTEVLD
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wyalnha@ euwmh; Gasrevalsblarsvevrd UPHEHTYE all(HIb
sTeaT@m  eTI@UTGID  BUOLISTTIHST.  LIVT  euisHewer
alliflGsTissr. ewaslt upPl  Yeuiser OClaTEhFIPLD

FH6UeMVLILIL_6]l6V6m6V.

197760  uiur  Geueflpr® OGFerm 2 sl

QuTmeflly HOTEH SLOBTHMOT WL G5, &OOUSMS

sTOUTHD  WPiyLleuRsasTiser. @Qbs Geusmerulled rium

BTG PSTwHWT  CFTSg  eTewsujd  allhsaisenev

sTaTLINSS DL afl(hLoLSIEmedr. HTD 2 Wpdgl FL 1gul

uewTdhensd  erliLlg  SeusnrTRmerTeYb  GlFeveufldbsevTiDd,

DETTEV LD CPSTNSHWIT CFTHMS BT UTL allNBS dn LT

TOTLSIV 2 mBlwrs @) (HHSTTHET. BLog (LpedT Gevrmi 6T

aflwiewey AbF 2 wds CFTsgiEHEmerT BLEE CSTHSGHI

alll”_(h QFTB(HEHH DT 6. DD 2 LGWTHSg

WHMEUTHEHEE BV OlFuiw CeuswwT(hib. BHTLD 2 6soTewsT
Gouewrigws  UeWTHMS  BTbGTer L Ceueswr(holesTm

Q& TeiTemd 6% TeWTLY (HHSHT T SH6IT.

Sjauisst CeuafllpT® GlFsver CahihblsHHH @b Foys
Crilwr.  etewrg  sewLHAs s bl LGumrgsTedr
Upbgmbsrer. m Ul Grredlw  Blmisusrdsle  Lim
Cripgl, allewrailsy Glurg GusvrerTyrs o wihbgTissr. 17
aunwgmesr Curgl Yydlgsral ussilepw o rivLilsgss Gumsv, 40
UWFVID LB HTHL Liessflewws ridLisCoHedr 6TedTm j6ui 6T
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CFTsLOUG) 2 6WT(h. YTTED, YjeuisHeT weT 2 mig% FUICLT®H
wpsiredfleyid Gobi’ (h) @) (hhSSHI. LMILIGUILD FeUT6VSHEHLD,
@)ewL_upmisHEHLD, HEGL_BISEHLD. 9},63TT 6V,
S UNOMOWVVTID (WPTTCT FhHlSS (Hbd &TTERTHSHT6,
Cumllasrsrepeug  @UGuUTg  @evGeours @) (HHSSBI-
2 swyliswu P &HwTHE, Gurmefly, 2 ewaleb, wHM
SliuewL g Caeweusefleyid HAdserd GFuig g
CuTHewerd CFLlldh %I H6THI B)VHH WV WL _H T 6.

(LPSITSTT LIV OB TLHVHEWET LGB W HeWILIUSHBHTED, F6rd]
9 Crilwrailey  uswilyflbs  awrewm@hseaflsey  aillewreours
o WihSTiEeT.

DEOTTEY  FAUTVHEMOT ST 2 ewpLiLime)  GleusLeugy
GwDWaileVewey. HeTgH BlmisuaTsHlesr 2 flewowrerisemer
POUMHSYTSIDGS  Snliy  aubsl,  HBUMTHSTS®S
uenflwrerisemerd Gaiey CIFUILLD eHLOWILDTSHS LOTHMEOTTiH6T.
9|B] 6THBIGET 2 M GTT & EhdHEHLD, 2T EETT TS EHHEGHD LSHIH] W

HP&HSID&GHF ClFeTml, CuTHef_ (B euruilevrs wTmluwig|.

GODULTS BTHIGET CFlSHHI euenTrsd ClHTL BISIGeTTLD.
BlevmIGHeaTsL ST LsbSlFTedlbseToms psHed () CFUISTiT 6.
QATTEV, @hslwraisy eiualss @@L suTLpeeuw|iD,
FOLPSH  6UTLPEDOUUILD, JuDNMIST (PSTLBISEDOTUILD  HIDdH
Geuswriquil(hbsgl. wri  glewewrwblesrm]  FewLoLiLIg|D,
Slewauliug(d, WOHMID 6TVVTSH GHemeusewerujd HTGeur
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BlewnwmMls  Glesmerer Geuewriqull(hbHSH. HT6OTE D6
Cprid ' HGw 2 MmBIEHGsueT, sThslrd Curey 2 ewipdCHer
6TOTM)| J6UTH6T OFTELEUSHIHT(H). YEITT6V, HeuTHerd| L0GevTT
FLID WIS GIH SO BIGEDOTU|LD SHTHIGIEG  OlsTevwt(h
SeuisHer GlFsvev CGousmnriguws (3)evHH0 WL (HID HeWT LIGlSEI%
Qsmewt(h perGerrm 2 gallwg. Foysl 9Cruillwr GursTm
@ewevmidlw BT gePid Fleorid CHrmud g eumrevuidgdsd

CFsLoUmS ailL_alleLewmev 6 Ta6ir.

Foysh  Grilwmr  eumipey  euiHEHEE ~— 6TEVEVT
WSBIGWOTW LD FEHHE SDMIG OHTHSSSH. SeuTsHerg)
paulleurm LImbs Slorupd s BHeLOleWTHES  BHTETTH
Qs resTL ML LIt L engujid, G [O\ESR pervedip,
Ll EEARY) LY H6M6V6M T 61T S ELILL(h
QaserreuliL(hSSLLL L ewgsujd  @)euCeusmearuilsl  Blewevrey
In (HH CMeET. WTewTeuTHEH LI HHMH FEHSH HHMIS
QBT (DG TTH6IT.

IUTHTGH ST 2 LD, @ewm BibLGemsHu|b
S|eUiE6T ClUTHOTTHTT eueTidFHdh @ Gluflgih 2 gailer. pafer
CBTeHHUPLD, Y dHBLYTOILDTEST  6TERTERTHIGEHLD 6T HETH]

fApsewereww  FBlewmsser. 19840  @pSlwr  FHpibu
Gouswt(HGIsTmI (Lpig Cleu(hdHSH T 6.
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Qpglurallsd: @bgurelbeg Smoy wwer ylurelhs
Ceflourailsy  eueridFflewwis unpyl alleurdldbHn @M
I LGP M@ 6Fever Cousnriy subBHHl. 9% Fnl L SFl6V (1
BT 1g6dT  eueTiddleh@ sHevall  eTsusuarey 9 dhdlwmeudluib
STOTLIENG 2 NTTHIDTTIHT. 9H LILITANET L6 S 6D
Qpursll udlba alll L gl @)hSwr Swbilw Ler ssvaildse
s1 OQarhg o2mifley esToug OFiiw  FiwresflssTiser.
198460 ouimeng) OFThHS 2MITeT UL &HEHETGHNMEHS DG
ENGEY u 9 p5Cpfluilev (1 uTedlOlL_gevflds
BIMIUSTSWSS OlsTL BISlTTigsser. @UIGLITE HeuTHarTsv
QBTLmISOIUL L. BIMIUSTBISST FleNTLTHTTL L 60T  (LpgHev
whbgIeuds YTl euswy  Gurplullwevrerigsemeruib,
LD (15 &1 61 T 5 69 61T W| LD, LD (1 5 & [T (6YH 68T T HeWETW|LD, &I FHeweruLb,
9 Aflwirseneruyid, Qg riflevF LT EHemeTuyLd 2 (Heurdd|
QU(HASISBTMET. HWBTHHID Heum @ewmeusst GLosd eMeUSHS
allaeurssFlerraid, wer 2 misluilerreGio. euissir 1984
a0 2012 suswr Fhglds FaureVEHEH, CFrHemesrdEpHLD
|CRTHLD. YeUMHEMM 6T(LYDH LISV LISHBHBIGHETTGHLD. Heumewm @)L
HSSHSSl6 G)eTClTIT(h LITHSS60 671951 S Gsir.

F(HEBBWTHF  ClFTeLUOIGHTHTEY, 6ToubIToUT 2 mBIS6T
UTLPSHM&HUIL  BibLdbewas  QpbgH 2 ewr(alyyiTsGerT,
15 BIGETENEITOU (HLD 6T HHEWBHEWIUI 6(H 2_HTTERTLOTS 6T(HdGId%

@& TeiTaTeVTLD. S| QUTHETS| F6UT6VS W61 eTLILIG
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FhFSFDTisHsT  sTedrUemS  CBAleL LTI (HHSIEMedT,
2 T HP (HHHIECMeT. Youiseafl b L GCFrHewedriimest
Corrmisefled @) mbsH  wer 2 miF  wl HSW. BreT
saflewowrs 2 ewrmGurg, Ouflw Uriflepersemers
FhFld@HCLTF), CuUITHETTHTTF Fd>360 5 (61H &5 (& 61T
Halls@Curgl, Garevalluilsy glouepbGurg), Ceunpmlenuws
TFHTCHTHS suriiiGu  @evewsvweTy G mesrmbCLirgy),
6T6ITEY)| 6WL_LLI B[b6WH S T6dT 6T63T LO6IT S 3 GUT 63011 6V
CHTeTMIUTTSH6T. HjeuTaHer Gleummldh@Hd: HTTERTLD j6uTH6TgH
wer 2 _miFl. pUlsmsemw s HeTpd Herr eilL_mTg Loesr
2 miFl. BLF usileww 2 awewwWTSF CFg el ®),
poUlsemswLsr @) HhsTe Uslw speafl Gxhmesrm)6loesrdm
2 miF. sLeyEhdsGL vwliu(peugl (WPSIwb.  HMeuT
QUTLDI:ED H6W LI [5LD SUTLD&H6M & ILJL_63T spLiLfl
Gouewrig wFlsvemev. BTedr LSCHTTH UWSHTH @) (HHeWSUil6D
Quiur g Cuir GLiifley uBhgy eI weushs HwH
sTedTm| @LICLITS| eTedT Blewewalm @, sumasInG. allligsled sesr
HTBIGEMETULD, HTVHMOTWLD B)HH @(H (J)eWETEHET H6dT
o1 (hd &G SHl(HLOLleTTeT. 2arflep|eTaTeuTHeT 96U WU LD
HTEYILOGVVTLD6Y 6TLILILG 6umiplt GUITEMTET 6TedTM) Dj6u6dTlL_LD
CHLLTTHET. HUST H6T SHeWeVewI eweubHHIL Lilewipd gld
Qs TeT@oueiT  6TOTMTET. 2917  &HBEHBGL  LflweallsVemes.

BN 6T ClFTEITTTET “HTedT LIUNGTD SeHEITHSHILD 6T6dT

36



SHWVUID @) (HSHBTMGHI. WP LDMMEUTHEHSF 6lFTeL0d%
QEBTRLGCLIST, euishEndh@ boLlbemns GlaTHLIGLIET sTeTm).
sTaar@eu, spp Gurgid BDLUGSWIPSBTSTHT. ()% Cou
bTer  surpailsy YL wIGUTeug”  THTM 2 _TEHEHF
QFTLIBIGET. YwH YL afTH6r.  LMHMeUTHemarLd

LD LD6Y & HETOTTEHF], 6 BISEHLD LOSIPFFWITES uTLpalfiser.

S|SITL 6T QLILIT,

2 _miGemerLl GlumewLoliL(Hd g Geauedt 6TedTm)
BLAGeT. Eiser @)kiE @svsrall L e,
2 _RIGET Blewevrey spebleum(h y,68T(HILD ueT T hl
CBTeTCL @) (HSIIMGI. [ BISET 6THIGHED 6T
alll(h&F GlFaTn 9Hhs aillgsTensv Cousmearuilsy

2 _HkIGEHSGE allewl GlFTevedlullhdhseurGL,

16 BIGETHT6T FMbBBHeUT, 6THI%HEHSEH CTmev
L6V sTadTMLD ClFTeLedlull(HdbHeVTGLD 6T6TM)]

6T63T LDGOTLD 6] 1BI&HBI M ).

9|6VTL| LDS6IT,

Geor #Greg
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@\6vlemLDILITEIT LIGI6MLD LD6BTIHIT

Ady.G.Mannnivanan

Bl(H 6T6VV.67. TTEM L0GIeWTUIED 6TET EVINUVHSBID G 6T 63 (h
S FEETTTTHSDTET BIHLPHBHTT. YeTTeD, @) ressr(h) ewsfl Gprid
updlwiler @@ pesTUrTasl eflswL GuHDTI.

B)SHSHET 2_WTHISEHETU|LD, FBTBISEHETU|LD 63 (T LOGTIG T
sTe.67. TTETemeuLt GUTsD o1l 1q ull(hdhd (LPLgWITH) 6T6dTM]
CuUITMTewLO WL 63T OlFTVLIOUTSHEhd & ST 6THS LO6vTHew|LD
6TeN.67. TTETem6aULI CLIT6D (3BT F6uTeVHEMETI]LD,
Crrgemeseenu|b shHSS)HH5Car (pi1gwITg) sTETH.
YDOTEHMBU|LD Sjeui BLoL|LD FewDeusit LIVSGTeL Gloup )
BT Sjauir.

2 Seflallser @bsmar FTgles wpiqujiom? sTET) 6Teu LD
Sy FEMULILGTTHET £ 6To.oT. TTeT S|euisars)
auripallepeariib, aueriédfepwid UTTHg. SjaurTaln GsiuGes
WPIQWTSH RESTM FdOT G HLILIG) L BIbGTed!

@) dsmer CaFToHemesTaHenaru|b, LyFflenesraenaruld eTiiLilg Fri
STHIF G & TS NTTH6T 6TedTMI 62 (H(LpewM BCHL_CL_65T. j6urt

OFreTesTTIi - “LD6WsTI616BITERITEIT FTTT, 5 BI% 616V, L TLO6V 6uTGHLD
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LIGRTeDI 6T BI%. DLEITT6V BT LidbSH6eiT. ST dhSTL 1D epliLient L1GLiedT.
sT6dT LT &FFemedtas @, 6TeVVTLD & 7SS THTEOT ClUTMILIL]. DS

Friiugib euisrGer!”

Seui Hpleveuri. Y eTTeL B)HGI HdH CHTallsvsmsEhd @ ClFIIS

STAlwmiGer HUTrLoTesTeneu!

ClFsiTemesrullsy Brey|b YeuHLd HHiSuWl(HHS CLITF HF%TEmev
5 wenflés@ stpliLilalll_ B stestewsst FTHEEHTLD Fiidad @ Y WPDHSHIF
CFeTTi. Bresr yeuewy HLTeIVeuTT CHTale)I%h @ 9 WPDHHIF
CFeTCme6ir. B)TEWILD BgI LiFewOWTUI Blewesrailsy @) (HdbSMS.

SJUHS G uTevgl’ BLLNGens SlewL_wirgl. yesrmev, wriflL Gom
GaeirallliLil_ (), 6Tewds @& ooLllevdleD eweULILIGNEHTS 6 (1 & 6vr
suTevg| GlLITLbewewW euTHhIS], @)HD6HETED LFIMTd @, subg)
sTedTevf|L_LD OaT(hSgI eurpd g el Bt Gumesrmi.

2 pewm, OlL_sVedlulled Tewsv CHrHHlev &CrreLLIT
Osmallsey bLbg CuTiis Qaras® &) HbsBLTE S Frereneal
“‘gri @)ereTpld Fmis iy wiry Arwliu@ssis. Gurg G
B BISET FTHGBHG] ... @UIGleuBHHHVTEL” eT6dTm) G GL_6bT.

S|eui ClFTesTedrTmi- “FSmedr ... HETTED 6T6IT L L dewd
BIMSHls Carererd ClFmsved &issT 2 dasrallHbeusnr,

RUICUDSGId5 & TeiTer sTevrrd: @ 2 MewoulleVewsVCwi Fmir. Friibg)
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UGBSl L TeL gimLiLligFF@Hb!”

167 Lewestall SuITfldh @D soLileVL T &TooLll Hj6u & @ ClrmibLL
Lilig & @Lb. Hyeuim ewMaUSD@ p(H LOTSHLD (LPeITL| co@LITeT GlFUIg),
“brest FEHETID WGIHT 6u(HBeu6iT. oLV HTooLlleww CoL_gews
Qg LeTeRTd GlFTeLEYIBISG 6TaTml 2 MewwTgHE ClFTesTedTTI .
DTV 6UT (LPLg Wa]lsDem6V.

16T &F L1960 @)1GLITG| 0oLN6VL T SBTooLl] LOGWT S & LD
GUTEHEVEVTLD 6T6¥Td: & H(h 6T6V.6T. TTT BOUTHETG| [HleWUT6LD
GFihgl LOEWTEHH M.

S|UT &S (H &6 BlSBeDT WD L_HB (HHHEVTLD. B|biE Fnl_
UTrGeTagSled LTUTLILTS JHTeug| HevallliLienf] GlFiig)

& renT(RSTeT @) |
a31. LoewsflevenoTawsTEdT
PSS MEhT, ClFeTenssT 2 WS eTmLD (LoglewT Hlemer)

DG |6 [T
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MY REMINISCENCE AND EXPERIENCE WITH THE UNPARALLED
AND TOWERING PERSONALITY LATE DR.SARDAR S.A.RAJA

Mr. M.Muthuverrappan

I am sharing my thoughts and experience with Dr.S.A.Raja
for a period neatly 30 years, till the date of his demise on 03.01.2013.
It I remember correct, I met him in the year 1983 at Chennai. I was
working at the Directorate of Technical Education since 1962. In
the year 1983, the Government of Tamilnadu, took a policy decision
allowing the Private Trusts and Societies for starting
self-supporting Polytechnics and Engineering Colleges in the State.
Immediately, he wrote a lengthy letter from Saudi Arabia, projecting
his desire to start a Polytechnic at Vadagangulam, his birth place. We
met at Chennai as per his wish and finalised the project of starting a
Polytechnic. Thus, he started “Sardar Raja Polytechnic” in the year

1984 and also in the same year “Indian Engineering College”.

Since the beginning, I was with him and helped him in
whatever way possible to establish more such institutions. Now they
have grownup with spacious buildings with the requirement for
more than an University campus. His proper forecasting and tireless
efforts  putforth by him  resulted in  establishing
6 Engineering Colleges, 3 Polytechnics, 1 Dental College, 1
Pharmacy College, 1 Arts and Science College, 1 B.Ed. Training
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College, 1 Medial College at Orissa and the other Social
establishments. During his birthday, every year he generously
donated many useful things to the poor and needy people and also
distributed money to temples in respective of the religion for

undertaking renovation works.

His exemplary character is that if he visualized and decided
to enter into a project, he will put forth all his efforts and achieve it
at any cost. He was a most religious minded and God fearing
person. To my remembrance, he never missed a single day visiting
church in the morning for offering prayer. Unmindedful of
expenses, he used to offer prayer in the morning at church nearby.
He was also insisting his family members to practice this. Whenever
he visited Chennai, I will be with him. In the later years, he suffered
a lot because of the mistaken notion taken by the Government.
However, he faced everything with his braveness farsighted, vision

and got justice and relief. He had human touch in his every action.

Because of his efforts, Vadakangulam is in the India Map
particularly Tamilnadu. Many people in and around Vadakangulam
for that matter in nearby Districts got employment and livelygood.
Particularly, the people in Vadakangulam and Tirunelveli District
owed to him. Many students from backward and poor background
are getting engineering education, because of his selfless service. His
demise is a great loss to me like that of ;his family members. I have

many events and occasions to share. At the same time, some events
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are not to be shared. Between us, there was no secret at all at any

point of time.

After him, his family members are fulfilling his ambitions and
left over dreams. One of his long pending dream of establishment
of a Medical College, has now been fulfilled.  His fondage to his
nativity was truly revealed from his steps of developing institutions in
and around Vadakangulam. Afterwards, he was persuaded to
develop some more institutions spread over to other places like.
Alangulam, Trichy etc. His greatness, selfless service to the society
particularly to the poor and downtrodden people and his human

touch in every action will be remembered by one and all for ever.

M.Muthuveerappan
Administrative Officer (Retd)
Department of Technical Education

Chennai — 600 025.
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Came, Saw and Was Conquered
Fr. 1.V, Kumar, S. ].

“I had not known him” (John 1:31). I would like to make
these words of St John the Baptist my own. I had not known Sardar
SA Raja till I met him in the hospital as a prisoner of Christ’s justice.
It was a moment of God’s grace and blessing, moment of joy and
ecstasy and moment of contrition and conversion mixed with
feelings of distress not to him but to me. It was my first meeting with
him. But, within a few moments he made me to feel at home with
him. Instead of my showing concern towards him he poured upon
me showers of care and concern. Even though he was tormented
both physically, mentally and spiritually, he asked me like Jesus, “Will
I not drink the lovely chalice our heavenly Father has privileged me
to drink?” (cf John 18:11) He had the same spirit of King David and
said that it was God who had allowed his rivals to work against him
and to lead him to be in fetters through false accusations. He asked
me like King David and Jesus, “Can I challenge God as to why he
has allowed this to me when he had not spared his own Son to be a
victim of false accusations or blame the people who led me to this
stage?” (cf 2 Samuel 16/10 and John 3:6) He took it heroically as part
of the process of purification like gold in the furnace. Like St Paul he
had strong conviction that he was making good what was lacking in
the sufferings of Christ and he reminded himself constantly the
words of St Paul, “God will not tempt to you more than your
capacity” and those of God to St Paul, “My grace is sufficient for
you” (2 Corinthians 12/9) . He considered it as a God given privilege
to be placed by His suffering Lord. He endured all those sufferings
and humiliations in the spirit of total surrender and was immolating
himself (cf John 18/19) for the well being of the institutions started
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by him with the intention not only of imparting knowledge but also
of inculcating human as well as spiritual values. He kept the
Kingdom of God as the back drop in all his endeavours. His dream
was the final establishment of that Kingdom of God in the hearts of
the staff, students and beneficiaries of those institutions. When 1
celebrated Holy Mass in that small hospital room for him and with
him and a small host of his family members in that painful situation,
he looked like an angel. He looked as though He was visited
physically by Our Lord who Visited St Peter in the prison through
His angel (Acts of Apostles 12:9). When he received Holy
Communion I could sense that he was taken to the third heavens and
that he became part and parcel of Jesus. That was the moment I
realized where he got strength from for all his labour and toil. Like
Jesus in the boat he was calm and serene (cf Mark 4:38), while we
were panicked like his disciples in the same boat. Like Jesus he was
very human. His compassionate love towards the poor is remarkable.
One day, I happened to meet a former student of mine who was
working in the States. He was hailing from a very poor family. He
told me that he was well settled in life and owed it totally to
Worshipful Sardar SA Raja who had picked him up from the streets
and raised him to that status through his personal tender care
throughout his studies. His sole purpose of coming to India was to
prostate before this great human giant and man of God in the spirit
of gratitude and to get blessing. What more do we need to feel proud
that we were associated with this great personality in small or great
degree and who is still living in our midst enthusing us in all our

endeavours!

Caesar came, saw and conquered whereas I came, saw (Sardar

SA Raja) and was conquered.
Fr. L.V. Kumar, S. J.
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Dr.S.A.Raja—A legend

Mrs. Angel Sargunam & Mr. A. Sargunam

A noble man by name S.A. Raja known to all
Lived in Vadakangulam, a village so remote and small
People lived poverty stricken in and around

Needed technical education for wards good and sound.

He never was given to idle and lurk
Everyone saw him go daily to work
With his cap on and smile in face

As cheerful as a lark and not worry to trace.

Thus careful and constraint, each morning he went
Unto the church for mass with joy and content
So jocular and jolly he'd whistle and sing

As blithe and as brisk as the birds in spring.

He used to say I reap and mow and sow
Some times a hedging and ditching I go
No work comes a miss for I thrash and I plough

Thus my bread I do earn by the sweat of my brow.
47



One morning he founded the Raja's Polytechnic fine
Followed by Raja's Dental College and others in line
He carefully carried home what he did earn

Invested on business to help the poor in turn.

Sophia, his wife was willing to share the yoke
His children helped him heart and soul is no joke
They all strove like the laboring ant

And did their endeavours to keep them from want.

The good man with his wife and children all
Invited everyone to dine with them in the hall
And they at the nobleman’s table did they dine

And thanked him for the foods that were plenty and fine.

The noble man felt pity on the neglected and the poor
And helped those came and waited at his door
He made professional and technical education at hands’ reach

For those who go for it in tiresome sear
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Seeing all these God said to Raja:
*Because thou art careful and good to your wife
I'll make thy days happy the rest of thy life
It shall be for ever, for thee and thy heirs
You shall live for seventy years and five

And thereafter shall be with me eternally to live.
No tongue now is able in full to express
The depth of their sorrow with true indebtedness
With many a curtsy and bow to the ground
Such noble men there are but few to be found.

MAY THE NAME OF THE NOBLE MAN LIVE FOR EVER

In fond remembrances

Mrs. Angel Sargunam & Mr. A. Sargunam
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An Epitome of Disarming Smile
Mr. A.].Mariadas

“Smile is one simple curved line that can set a lot of things right”.

Sardar Dr.S.A.Raja, a spectacular phenomenon in the
educational arena of Tamil Nadu, has carved a niche for himself as
an educationist par excellence. As in the case of the immortal
Cleopatra of Shakespeare, “Age could not wither him nor custom

stale his infinite variety”.

Despite innumerable challenges staring at him and obstacles,
impediments and crises notwithstanding. Dr.S.A.Raja overpowered
them effortlessly with the help of Divine grace and his disarming and
infectitious smile. “God gives everone a face but it is we who choose
the expression”. Sporting a bewitching smile on all occasions, that
too under trying circumstances is the rarest virtue. The acclaimed

Tamil Savant thiruvalluvar also echoes this view: “Smile while

difficult times confront you” - “@(h'&&6001 UHRIBTL H&GS -

“Living in favourable and unfavourable situations is called part of

living. But smiling in all those situations is called art of living.”

Being endowed with this enviable and God-given gift of smile in
abundance, Dr.S.A Raja Converted

Difficulties into Dividends
Obstacles into Oppurtunites
Adverseties into Adventures

Ruptures into Raptures
Tears into Cheers

Sears into Stars
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The invaluable legacy left behind by Dr.S.A.Raja is worth
cherishing for those who passionately hunt for success.

May our merciful Lord grant this devoted soul eternal
reward)!

A.].Maridas

5 Anbil Dharmalingam Nagar
Edamalaipatti Pudur

Tiruchy - 12
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A Man of Vision, Dr. S.A. Raja
The Legend Lives on

Mr. R-Mabhesh

Dr. S.A. Raja, an internationally-known figure, who was
affectionately called Chairman, was a man of great humanity and
simplicity which always made me look up to him with reverence.

Simple, virtuous, iconic educationist, a visionary, a
philanthropist!  These are a few words often adorning his name,
describing his distinguishing traits. Dr. Raja, the creator of an
education empire, was a mover and shaker in the education world.
Dr. Raja's leading role in whatever educational field he chose -
whether it was Kindergarten, Engineering College, Dental, Medical
or Business school - rested upon his sound vision, hard work and
dedication.

He was a self-disciplined personality which was evident in his
pattern of behavior. He had the inner power that urged him to rise
from bed to his daily routine very early in the morning. I still
remember an instance when I had to hesitantly call him at the wake
of dawn, but was surprised to find him already up and awake with his
morning activities.

He was so devout, making sure to attend the first mass of a
Church whether he was in his native place, Vadakangulam or at
distant Amsterdam. I wish to cite an instance when I was asked to
arrange an accommodation for him on his business tour when he
desired to find lodging closer to a church in order to attend the early
morning mass and he particularly did not want to trouble his
chauffeur who was tired after a long drive. He was especially kind to
his employees.

When just running a kindergarten itself involves so much
effort, he successfully ran and developed more than 24 colleges

which is like walking on a tight rope. He believed that deep thought
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and hard work were the keys to success. But it was the assertion of
his willpower with self-control that made him tide over various
hurdles. He also had a sophisticated sense of humor which helped to
a great extent in relieving his tension and stress in the midst of work.

I would rather say that my entire family was closely
associated to him for a span of three decades and he was much more
than an advertising client, a great well wisher of our family. His
association began with my late father, Mr. M. Ramamurthi, and later
branched out with me. He had an equal rapport with me as well as
my father, irrespective of the age gap. We had always found him
admirably sportive and he charmed us all with his good humour.

Widespread lack of education among the young generation
kept him concerned and urged him to do something especially for
the underprivileged who have always remained marginalized whether
it is education or health or development. He found value-based
education as a solution since a knowledge based public can make a
significant difference to the society. He has created a unique
opportunity to improve education by giving totally free higher
education for the poorest families. There was an instance when I was
sitting with him in his college and a financially backward parent of a
student had come to meet him. Although the student was faring well,
the parent was struggling to meet both ends. Without hesitation, he
immediately assured that his tuition fees would be waived but
stressed that the student should strive for distinction. He was full of
compassion and understanding and sensitive to the needs of youth.
He was ready to extend charity for good causes even to total
strangers. The pursuit for personal wealth was not his overriding
concern.

He was widely travelled and well versed in all languages. He
has made a mark in Vadakangulam, creditably transforming a small-
town into a nation's most famous education hub. Altogether, his life
had been a phenomenal success story. He was loved, respected and
admired by people from all walks of life.
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Although a busy personality, he took life in an enthusiastic
manner; seemed to enjoy it all laughing and waving his hand
gracefully. This is how I remember Dr. S.A. Raja Sir on 03/1/2015
his second anniversary as he continues to be a great inspiration,
beckoning us to scale the heights he reached.

R. Mahesh

Harnest Advertising
Trivandrum
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Sardar S.A. Raja
with
Leaders of India
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Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi

—

During his visit to southern Tamil Nadu, Sardar S.A. Raja greeted Prime
Minister with his staff and students at Kaval Kinaru junction.
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Prime Minister H.D Deve Gowda

4 T

Prime Minister H.D. Deve Gowda inaugurating one of the buildings during his
visit to Rajas Colleges
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President A.PJ Abdul Kalam

President A.P.J. Kalam being greeted by Sardar S.A. Raja and Mrs Sophia Raja at
Anna University, Chennai on the day his Presidency was announced
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Chief Minister J.Jayalalithaa

-

Chief Minister J. Jayalalithaa being greeted by Sardar S.A. Raja on the occasion
of her electoral victory
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Chief Minister M Karunanidhi
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Chief Minister M. Karunanidhi presenting a book to Sardar S.A. Raja
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Chief Minister K.Karunakaran

Chief Minister K. Karunakaran being welcomed by Sardar S.A. Raja to a college
day function

64



Chief Minister Oomen Chandy

Chief Minister Oomen Chandy attending a family function at the home of
Sardar S.A. Raja
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All India Congress Committee General Secretary
G.K.Moopanar

Thiru G.K. Moopanar, All India Congress Committee Secretary, animatedly
conversing with Sardar S.A. Raja
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Air Marshal R K Jolly
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Mrs Sophia Raja
Raja Magar
Vadakkangulam
Tirunelveoll Dist
Tamilnadu-627116

Du he $ophes

1. | am deeply grieved to hear about the sad and untimely demise of your
husband Sardar Dr, 34 Raja on 03 Jan 2013,

2 Mr, Sardar Raja was associaled with Alr Force for a long time and was
ernpathic and gracious with al parsonnel, He participated and confributed actively
In aff the weifare activities specially in the field of education and heiped wards of Alr
Force personnel pursuing higher studies. Void created by his demise cannot be
flied. However, the Education Instiute started by him will abways carry forward the
values fior which he always stood

1 AN Air Force ranks of Southern Alr Command join me in conveying their
heartfell condolences to you. May God grant peace fo the departed soul and give
you courage to bear this grievows and imeparable loss with equanimity.

4. Please do let us know in case any assistance i required from this
Headquariars.
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EVER SHINES

Sardar Raja Mission Trust

I believe my dad shines forever from the sky and watching
over us. As long as we continue to fulfill his mission, we are making
proud of him. I, the chairperson of JS Colleges, have established a
Educationist SARAJA Memorial Trust which will continue to sup-
port financially to enhance the quality of life in our local community.
The trust supports education, marriage, health care, and senior citi-
zen. The trust responds to the needs of the young people and people
who disadvantaged either physically and economically. The trust’s
annual budget is 14 lakhs for the year 2014-15 and it will be distribut-
ed as following:

Full scholarship to 3 students who score above 75 % marks in
10th and 12t exams. (3 * 2 lakhs= 6 lakhs)

Inter college competition and School Talent search Awards---
75000 Rs/Year

Financial help for marriages. (5* 10000 = Rs 50000)
Donations to help Senior Citizens (3 lakhs/year)

Donations to Churches and other Nonprofit Organizations, Rs
75,000/ year

Donations to help the disabled (tricycles) and poor (sewing ma-
chine), and to support agriculture (goats) (1.5 lakh /year)
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Donation to buy cloths (Rs 50000/ year)
Donation to feed poor (Rs 50000/ yeat)
Donation to buy medicines (Rs 50000)

Annual budget is Rs 14 lakhs sponsored by ]S United hands run by
the JS staff and students along with the management.

With the concept that we should be self-supporting the development
of our country and communities, we have launched JS United Hands
in which our staff contribute 1% of their salary to this account and
the management provides the balance. I really thank my staff for
their contribution and their active involvement in helping our hu-
manity. If any one is interested to donate for this charity work please
contact us or directly deposit into JS United Hands account. God

bless us.
How to apply?

Send your application form by email or by post. It would be better
you submit it in person. Please enclose the proof of address and eco-
nomic status. Funding is based on merit basis. Please avoid recom-
mendation. Fund will be released on founder chairman birthday 14

August of every year.
For further details:

Mobile: 9600969663

www.jscolleges.org
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HLHSHHMS 6T610.61.JTRT [HIENEN6Y DIBSHHL_L_6D6:

TTeIeNL W HHewd elleurenledlhhH 616eimID @eflTha 6aT e B
TRIGMSTLILTT HH CHTeNIQMHBHIBTT 6TeiLIH60 BT HOLIHmS
Camenig®meb HCmeai. SjaumenL W 6oL Fwmsenen OHTLTH S
QFwerPd peUHled SeuedJ [HlenedH H HTE &H6o O LTHemLD
OamaraBprd. J.S.dseoemiseflear SHTenmenyren HTel SbSH
FYPHSHH A HIHMH 2 WTHH HevalldHbhHemd 616 .6.JTm
blenaie) &0l DBHHL L enenenul Blpielu|eTCemsir. &) &6 Lpsold
Hevell, HmLoewrd, UGITHBIUID CUEMIHE, LPHHGHIQLDSHE HEThHD G
2 ol galwappled GUBWLUR G adldGWw Cuaw SbhsH
DIMBSH B L NeMUWTH HeVlaueml hdH Sewenul FUpHTwd HM @D
2 sol yflwyw. RbH DIBEHHLLenenuller cpsod 2014 — 2015-d
W 1960 14-60LF epuUTUI SHPHHHTamID alenHulled 2 Haf

OFHTeNHBWTSH GUPBIGBLILIL G [HEHDTBH.
10-6ugkl WBBID 12-601%H auGLliysenso 75% Gwsv GumD 3-
LOTERITHEHDE 2_HalbosHTens. (3*2 Lakh=6lakhs)

HOMTMHEHS Hlewl Guwimrer GuTL g&de6r M WL
LI6IT 61Tl LOT 63T 6U T 85 (@Th & BTe - ISl ey Hmer ol (IS -
QML SHHMBES pumul 75-uiflyio

AHmoent 2 HalsHosHTensd (5*10000 = Rs 50000)
WHH GYEHHIBHEHHGEH 2 Holl — IBHLHHMBE 3-60L FID

CHreaumeowm e Ensd G Fuwe el Bl yIeleTE &6Ehd GLd

2 HlHOHTMH — UHLSHBG pUTUT 75-4ulib.
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oaen (P CMTT HEHS G (W B F&b ST L6 H 66w 19 )
aeflweali End GW (MHWed QUWHSITD) LM mILD
afllasFTus MBS G (PBHH6T) 2 Halld0HsTmeds —
QUMLSHMBE HUTUl 1.5 60 &Ib.

2 LB QThIS 2 HMGH0HTNd — QUMHLSHHBE HUTUI
50000.

eleflWaITHEHH G 2 HallhH0HTmd QIMLSHHMBEG HLUTUI
50000.

wHSHN 2 HHOHTNE IBLISHBG apuTul 50000.

J.S.2 _Halb HIRIGNTEL MPBRIGLILGBID 2 H6eM 65 TenHUIT6
14-e0l & epumil J.S.seveurflaefein miTeurssHHenTend o Ffluirssit
LOBBID OTEIITHEMTEVID UPMHISILBHBEH. BbHH FLPHHMBUILD,
BT DL UJD 2 WiTHHINH 60 BTIPD URISTBBEaI6wH HLD 6T6iTLMSH
@Bl CaTenTad QaTemi(B J.S.2_Hald SJEIGE6T DenndBULL (B
ot Heoemfl uFRWTH6T OMWID LTIWITENTHET  HhidbETHENL U
paFHlbHHe0 1-FHTHHMBUD LOBB OBHTeNd BT 6oTEH I3 60T eVID
QUPRISILUL (B QUMBIBSH. WWelleH FUPHHHMBE 6 SHT6wIL THBBI6UT 60
oTendl Heomfl o FflwiTesEmD, LiewfluWmenTaseEnd &HhidbEmHenL Ul
URISaTlemnL SHeUSHBHETE BTel AUTHEHHE Bl Fnpis Cmeir.
@HICurey WTGraIw @AHH DBS HL LONS G 2 H Holl
umiseiiienu &J el@UULIULLTE 6IHIG6T  DIeWIEMIGH6NT. HL a6l

BLOEMID Y FTUSLILITIT.
6TlILIg &) GmTeuorl LN LI ?

® MIG6T 6Ml6lemIl ILIBIGN6T  HLT6N6VID, LO165 Di6hTF60
APEVIDTHAD  SiemIlitieonid. Gpflevid efewremrilg&e0mTD. 2 mibei
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wasamemwulw, QuUTmeTTHTT HlevevedW U G 66t d i
allewi eI mIH6T. 2 HallHOHTmd HGHIH 2 6TeneauisendCH
apmsluG Furflasamen SHellTdaab. @albeurm aI@mL (L
2 5alHosTend BmesT LUBhe mErenTen oHervl 14-10 CHa)
GULDMRIGBLILIBLD.

Gosvild  LITHIGETHED G:

SlemeoGudl: 9600969663
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SYNOPSIS

LIFE IS GOD’S GIFT TO YOU &
THE WAY YOU LIVE IT IS YOUR GIFT TO GOD

I found the above quote in appa’s 2013 diary that was kept on the
coffee table. I was surprised by the words. He had celebrated the
New Year with these thoughts and he left from this earth on 3rd early
morning at 1.30 am on his own bed. Though he indirectly said good-
bye to me on the New Year day I never realized it was a permanent
good bye from this world. I am still not able to accept his sudden
departure from us. As he has believed the way we live on this earth
is our gift to God. He lived a life for others. Let me briefly write the
life he had on this earth.

In 1937, appa was born in a small village called Ramanathichan-
puthoor in Kanyakumari District. That was the native place of his
mother, Mrs. Soosaiammal.

He grew up in Vadakangulam where his father Mr. Selvam Pillai
lived.

His grandfather, Mr. Arulappa Pillai, who was a well-known mer-
chant and farmer in the area, was also living in Vadakkangulam. They
were living together as a joint family and appa had a lot of happy
memories of those early days. When his grandfather died in 1954, he
was 17 years old. The family property was divided between his father
and his uncle. He decided to join the army to support his family. He
found it very difficult and he returned home. When he was 19 years
old, he went back to the military and joined in the Air force in 1956.

74



1956- 1970: Patriotism

Appa was an intense patriot in his early days and remained so till his
death. He joined the military and participated in the China war in
1962. He was disciplined, and had the determination that he had to
contribute his life for the nation’s development. He got married to
his paternal aunt’s daughter, my mother Mrs. Sophia Raja in 1964. I
must say my mother is also a patriotic and joined with him and lived
in Jammu till 1970.

1970- 1976: Business

Appa was always driven by the entrepreneurial spirit. He enjoyed do-
ing a business and he had always considered himself as an employer
than an employee. He became the owner of a travel service. Then he
started many small businesses like a bakery, soft drinks manufactur-
ing, finance etc. While doing the business he used to do social work
by helping others.. He used to solve local issues without taking the
problems to the Police Station or the Court. He started getting inter-
est in Politics.

1977: Politics

Appa contested in the parliamentary election of 1977 seeking to rep-
resent Tiruchendur constituency. He lost his lifesavings in the elec-
tion. He decided to travel to Saudi Arabia where he could work and
earn money.

1977- 1984: Life Abroad

He never lost his confidence. In spite of humiliation and criticism he
underwent because of failures in business and election, he believed in
God and in himself. Once he became familiar with the country, he
was able to take construction contracts and expand his activities. He
worked hard and even did construction work with his own hand
when there was labor shortage. He used to say that he worked twice
the time the work that others did. He earned lot of money for his
family and helped many other men go to Saudi Arabia for employ-
ment.

While he was in Saudi Arabia, he attended a conference in Geneva
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about “Ways of the nation development”. He was inspired and con-
vinced that Education is the only tool for the nation’s growth.

1984- 2004: Education

He had returned to India just at the right time when the government
had decided to allow privately-funded educational institutions in pro-
fessional disciplines like engineering. He started a polytechnic in his
native place Vadakangulam in 1984. He expanded rapidly by starting
the first self-financed Engineering College in 1985. Within 20 years,
he built nearly 27 educational institutions. Quality education at af-
fordable cost was his motto. The institutions have produced several
thousands of professionals so far. Today many college principals are
the former students of his institutions and many other former stu-
dents are in formidable positions. As his fame spread, it also evoked
jealousy which resulted in many false accusations against him.

2004- 2010: Tsunami in His Life

After 20 years of continuous growth and service in his life, a tsunami
hit him hard. Right about the the same time tsunami affected lives of
thousands in our Kanyakumari District, and of several million others
in Tamil Nadu, Sri Lanka, Thailand and Indonesia. Our family was
tossed by the wind of police and prison and my father helped us a lot
in going through the difficult period. He had a strong faith in him
that God will free him. In 2010, he was proclaimed acquitted by the
highest court in the country. His health had deteriorated, but his will
power remained intact. He was delighted that truth prevailed and the
Supreme Court of India had chided the High Court for glossing over
the facts in arriving at the wrong decision of convicting him.

2010- 2012: Retirtement

He was getting more and more ill and had to be hospitalized for brief
periods at a time. He was advised to be home in order to keep him-
self free of the effects of cardiac failure like edema and breathless-
ness. Though he wanted to take rest, his mind did not allow him. He
kept travelling and he frequently went to Orissa for getting permis-
sion to open a medical college there. He travelled to Brunei in Octo-
ber 2011 to stay with my family for a month. We celebrated the Plati-
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num Jubilee of his birthday very grandly in Vadakkangulam on Au-
gust 14, 2012. The last I saw him on was on 15t December 2012 when
I left from India for Brunei. On the 1st of January 2013 he told me
“I will not live anymore”. It is very painful for me to have a life with-
out my father.

Ever loving daughter,

Joe

EDUCATIONIST- SARDAR S.A.RAJA

Institutions
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He Shines Forever
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ON THE ANNIVERSARY OF THE

Day yow went away

Today’s the anniversary
Of the day that I lost you,
And for a time it felt as though
My life had ended too.

But loss has taught me many things
And now I face each day,
With hope and happy memories
To help me on my way.

And though I’m full of sadness
That you’re no longer here,
Your influence still guides me
And I still feel you near

What we shared will never die
It lives within my heart,
Bringing strength and comfort
While we are apart.




